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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Health  Department, 

Chester-le-Street. 

August,  1941. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Chester-le-Street. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1940. 

As  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  report  is  confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters  only. 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  sharply,  and  there  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  death  rate.  A pleasing  feature  of  the  report  is  the 
decrease  in  the  infant  and  maternal  mortality  rates,  and  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer.  Notifications  received 
for  both  pulmonary  and  non-puhnonary  tuberculosis  are  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  deaths  registered  for  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis are  reduced.  Cases  of  diphtheria  notified  are  considerably 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  of  cerebro-spinal  fever 
has  risen,  but  as  this  is  a disease  associated  with  overcrowding  and 
bad  ventilation,  it  is  surprising  that  the  increase  has  not  been  more 
marked. 

The  response  to  the  offer  by  the  local  authority  of  free  immunisa- 
tion of  children  against  diphtheria  has  been  disappointing.  Parents 
should  realise  that  the  time  to  have  children  protected  is  not  in  the 
midst  of  an  epidemic,  but  in  quiet  periods,  and  that]it  takes  about 
three  months  after  the  injections  for  immunity  to  develop.  Nothing 
is  more  distressing  than  to  see  a child  admitted  to  an  isolation 
hospital  seriously  ill  with  diphtheria,  when  it  is  realised  that  it  need 
never  have  happened,  had  advantage  been  taken  of  immunisation. 

Careful  watch  is  kept  on  the  water  suppHes  of  the  district. 
Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  frequent  intervals,  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  close  contact  is  maintained  with  officials  of  the 
water  undertakings.  The  milk  supply  of  the  area  also  receives  the 
close  attention  of  your  officers,  and  from  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tion of  samples  made,  it  can  be  said  that  milk  supplied  in  the  district 
is  clean. 

The  most  distressing  problem  facing  the  Council  just  now  is  the 
housing  condition  of  the  people.  Construction  of  houses  is  finished, 
and  as  a result,  a number  of  families  continue  to  inhabit  con- 
demned houses,  which  become  through  lack  of  repairs,  more  dilapi- 
dated, and  a menace  to  health. 
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The  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  air  raid 
shelters  in  the  area  is  now  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  your 
health  officials.  Prior  to  the  appointment  of  shelter  attendants, 
the  condition  of  many  of  the  shelters  in  the  district  was  deplorable, 
but  an  improvement  has  recently  been  noted. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I think  it  may  be  claimed 
that  the  report  indicates  a fairly  satisfactory  state  of  public  health. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  help  and  support  during  the  year.  My  thanks  are 
also  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GAVIN  MILLAR, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Gavin  Millar,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Surveyor  : — 

George  B.  Brown,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (retired  3LI.4I). 

A.  T.  Pallister,  M.I.M.  & Cy.E.,  M.R.  San.  1.  (appointed 
1-4-41.) 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

Tom  S.  Wadge,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (retired  31.3.40). 

Thomas  Foster,  A.R.S.I.  and  Certificate  in  meat  inspection 
of  the  R.S.I. 

Charles  W.  Robson,  C.R.S.I.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Insj)ection  of  the  R.S.I.  (appointed  1.7.40). 

A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


SECTION  A,— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  24,640  acres. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  Rural 
District  for  mid-year  1940  is  40,080. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate 

Book  at  the  end  of  1940  ...  ...  ...  11,265 

Number  of  houses  occupied  at  Census,  1931  ...  12,026 

Rateable  Value. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  on  31st  December,  1940, 
was  £156,636  and  a penny  rate  represented  the  sum  of  £565. 

Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births  : 

Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  685  366  319 

Illegitimate  24  16 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  17- 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  30  15  15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 40-6 

Deaths  509  272  237 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12-7 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 

Deaths.  still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  2 2-67 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  1 1-33 


Total 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  64 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  births  62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  125 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (at  all  ages)  43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (at  all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  8 


VitM  Statistics. 

The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
for  1940  and  previous  years  ; — 


Year. 

i Estimated 
j Resident 
jPopulation 
j Mid-year. 

Bi 

rths. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

Mortaliy 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1932 

1 52,991 

1,016 

19-2 

609 

11-5 

85  ■ 

1933 

1 51,180 

934 

18-2 

562 

10-9 

77 

1934 

i 50,150 

847 

16-9 

623 

12-4 

73 

1935 

i 49,360 

811 

16-4 

578 

11-7 

63 

1936 

: 47,065 

809 

17-0 

566 

11-9 

61 

1937 

43,230 

694 

15-8 

521 

11-8 

71 

1938 

' 43,030 

741 

17-2 

446 

10-4 

55 

1939 

42,150 

642 

151 

508 

12-0 

82 

1940 

40,080 

709J 

17-5 

509 

12-7 

64 

Deaths. 

Included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  are  those  of  107 
residents  of  this  district  who  died  outside  the  area  ; but  13  residents 
of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  rural  area  are  excluded. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  me  with  a factor,  known 
as  the  comparability  factor,  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
Rural  District  should  be  multiplied  in  order  to  make  it  comparable, 
from  a mortality  point  of  view,  with  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area, 
the  crude  death  rate  of  which  should  be  similarly  modified  with 
its  own  factor  for  this  purpose.  The  comparability  factor  for  the 
Rural  District  is  1-13.  The  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  Rural 
District  is  therefore  14-4  per  1,000  population. 
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The  death  rates  for  the  various  townships  were  as  follows  : — 


Township. 

Biddick  South 

Birtley 

Bournmoor 

Edmondsley 

Harraton  ... 

Lambton  ... 

Lamesley 

Lumley  Great 

Lumley  Little 

Ouston 

Pelton 

Plawsworth 

Urpeth 

Waldridge 

Sacriston  ... 


Population. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

43 

Population. 

...  10,171 

120 

11-8 

1,570 

18 

11-5 

1,556 

26 

16-7 

3,268 

27 

8-3 

100 

1 

100 

3,535 

43 

12-2 

1,392 

23 

16-5 

1,413 

23 

16-3 

830 

9 

10-8 

6,148 

79 

12-9 

2.392 

22 

9-2 

2,510 

23 

9-2 

698 

8 

11-5 

4.479 

87 

19-4 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  : — 


Cause. 

Number 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

f Diseases  of  Heart 

1.  ■{  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  other 
(^Circulatory  diseases  

214 

42-0 

2.  Respiratory  Diseases 

50 

9-8 

3.  Cancer 

43 

8-4 

4.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

30 

5-9 

5.  Violence  

29 

5-7 

The  age  at  death  is  summarised  below 

• 

Number  of 

Percentage  of 

Deaths. 

Total  Deaths 

Under  1 year  

46 

90 

1-5  years  

12 

2-4 

5-15  years 

11 

2-2 

15-25  years 

24 

4-7 

25-45  years  

48 

9-4 

45-65  years 

122 

24-0 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

246 

48-3 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female 

All  Causes 

272 

237 

1. 

Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

3 

6. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

10 

13 

7. 

Other  tuberculosis 

1 

6 

8. 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

6 

2 

10. 

Mecisles  ... 

2 

— 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis  . . . 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  ... 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  ; oesophagus  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

1 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

5 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

19 

7 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

9 

18. 

Intra-cranial,  vascular  lesions 

31 

27 

19. 

Heart  disease  ... 

72 

64 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

10 

10 

21. 

Bronchitis 

13 

8 

22. 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

is! 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  : stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

5 

3 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

5 

28. 

Nephritis 

5 

6 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  ... 

— 

2 

.30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

6 

4 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  etc. 

7 

9 

.33. 

Suicide  ... 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

7 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

18 

4 

.36. 

All  other  causes 

32 

24 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  has  been  no 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  dming  the  year.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  enumerated  are  regarded  as  the  principle  killing  diseases. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis  will  be  referred  to  later 
in  the  report  in  that  section  dealing  with  these  diseases. 

There  were  three  deaths  registered  from  puerperal  and  other 
maternal  causes,  which  is  a decrease  of  three  from  the  previous 
year. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  regis- 
tered during  the  year  was  46  and  is  7 less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  64,  compared  with 
82  for  the  previous  year  1939, 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 
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Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others.  Total, 

per  1,000  Live  & 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  Still  Births  0-62  1-64  2-16 
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Townships. 

The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  consists  of  the  following 
townships  : — Biddick  South,  Birtley,  Bournmoor,  Edmondsley, 
Harraton,  Lambton,  Lamesley,  Lumley  Great,  Lumley  Little, 
Ouston,  Pelton,  Plawsworth,  Urpeth,  Waldridge  and  Sacriston. 

Population,  Acreage,  Etc.,  of  Townships  at  end  of  1940. 


Township. 

Approx. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Acreage 
in  Acres. 

No.  of 

inhabited 
houses 
according 
to  rate 
book. 

Biddick  South 

43 

348 

12 

Birtley  

10,171 

1,429 

2,857 

Bournmoor 

1,570 

513 

441 

Edmondsley  

1,556 

2,099 

437 

Harraton  

3,268 

2,669 

918 

I.ambton 

100 

697 

28 

Lamesley 

3,535 

6,679 

993 

Lumley  Great  

1,392 

1,642 

391 

Lumley  Little 

1,413 

875 

397 

Ouston  

830 

641 

233 

Pelton  

6,148 

926 

1,727 

Plawsworth 

2,392 

1,249 

672 

Urpeth 

2,510 

1,825 

705 

Waldridge  

698 

725 

196 

Sacriston 

4,479 

2,324 

1,258 

SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

For  a detailed  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
see  page  5. 

2 (a).  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bac- 
teriological specimens  remain  the  same  as  in  the  past. 

During  the  year,  the  following  bacteriological  examinations 
were  carried  out  with  the  results  appended. 


Disease. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria 

29 

160 

189 

Tuberculosis 

30 

119 

149 

Typhoid,  Dysentery 

and  Food  Poisoning 

Organisms 

3 

15 

18 

10 


The  total  number  of  samples  examined  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  8.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

No  change  has  taken  place  from  last  year  in  the  under- 
mentioned services:  — 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Treatment  Centres. 

Hospitals  (Public  and  Voluntary). 


SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

The  district  has  a piped  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of 
public  companies,  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  houses  which 
rely  on  springs  and  wells. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  from  different 
points  in  the  supply  area  of  each  public  undertaking  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examina- 
tion and  report.  During  the  year  76  samples  were  taken  and  of 
that  number  17  were  reported  as  not  satisfactory  and  16  as  sus- 
picious. 27  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  the  mains  of 
Companies,  and  the  remainder  from  the  supplies  of  isolated  houses. 

In  every  case  a copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  the  body  con- 
cerned. Where  there  was  an  unsatisfactory  report  a letter  was  sent 
asking  for  immediate  steps  to  be  taken  to  render  the  supply  pure 
and  wholesome.  They  were  also  requested  to  notify  the  Council 
as  to  what  steps  had  been  taken,  and  check  samples  were  taken  for 
further  examination. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  sewerage  disposal  works  at  Edmondsley  and  Waldridge 
were  completed  during  the  year. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  proposed  new 
works  at  Alma,  Grange  Villa,  and  Floaters  Mill,  New  Lambton. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  privy  conversion  scheme  has  been  held  up  during  the 
present  emergency. 
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19  conversions  were  carried  out  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  193G,  by  owners  of  property,  assisted  by  a contribution 
from  the  Local  Authority  of  half  the  cost  or  10s.  Od.,  whichever 
was  the  less  amount. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Part  of  the  Parish  of  Harraton  and  the  Parish  of  South  Biddick 
are  scavenged  by  contract  ; the  remainder  of  the  district  is  done  by 
direct  labour.  About  500  houses  are  scavenged  by  contract. 


On  the  whole  the  scavenging  work  in  the  Rural  District  is 
fairly  well  carried  out. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  end 
of  this  report  will  show  that  this  work  has  been  carried  out  with 
care  throughout  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  for  the  abatement  of 
smoke  nuisances.  Colliery  spoil  banks  at  Harraton,  Sacriston  and 
Ouston  ‘E’  Pits  have  been  kept  under  observation  during  the  year. 
The  heap  at  Harraton,  has  been  extinguished  and  with  cessation 
of  tipping  at  Ouston  ‘E’  Pit,  there  is  no  nuisance.  At  Sacriston 
the  Colliery  Company  is  taking  all  steps  possible  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Inspector  of  Alkalies  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  obviate  the 
nuisance. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  district  which  are  open 
to  the  public.  One  at  Birtley,  which  is  an  open  air  pool  and  which 
was  constructed  by  the  Parish  Council  with  help  from  the  Com- 
. missioner  for  Special  Areas  ; the  other  at  New  Lambton,  provided 
by  the  Miners’  Welfare  is  a closed  pool.  Both  are  modern  in 
design  with  efficient  plants  for  filtering  and  treating  the  water 
chemically. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  pools  are  taken  throughout  the 
swimming  season  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
King’s  College,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination.  Last 
year  all  the  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

SECTION  D— HOUSING. 

The  housing  problem  in  this  area  is  acute.  No  new  houses  are 
being  built  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  with  the  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials  it  is  difficult  to  get  repairs  carried  out.  Over- 
crowding is  prevalent,  and  many  people  inhabit  houses  which  were 
condemned  years  ago. 
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This  state  of  affairs  will  persist  until  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
District  Council  is  endeavouring  to  relet  council  houses  to  people 
from  condemned  property,  but  this  can  only  relieve  the  unhappy 
lot  of  a few  families. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  Council  houses  were 


occupied. 

Felton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Perkinsville  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Sacriston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Lumley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Eighton  Banks  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Edmondsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Fatfield  312 

Birtley  1211 

Bournmoor  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Nettlesworth  ...  38 

Team  Colliery  22 

Ouston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Urpeth  103 

Kibblesworth  63 


Total  2928 


During  the  year  27  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise 
and  209  by  the  Local  Authority,  as  follows : — 


Private  Local 

Parish.  Enterprise.  Authority. 

Birtley  ...  ...  ...  15  — 

Bournmoor  ...  ...  ...  1 35 

Harraton  ...  ...  ...  4 91 

Lamesley  ...  ...  ...  4 — 

Felton  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Flawsworth  ...  ...  2 — 

Sacriston  — 83 


SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for  examination.  140  samples  of 
milk  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  83%  of  the  samples  were 
within  the  prescribed  standard  of  accredited  milk.  In  every  case 
a copy  of  the  report  on  the  sample  is  sent  to  the  producer  con- 
cerned, and  if  the  report  is  not  up  to  standard,  a check  sample  is 
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taken  Should  the  check  sample  not  come  up  to  requirements,  the 
producer  is  invited  to  appear  before  the  appropriate  Committee  of 
the  Council  to  show  cause  why  his  registration  should  not  be 
cancelled.  This  action  generally  has  the  necessary  effect. 

In  this  district  milk  production  is  clean,  as  evidenced  by  the 
high  percentage  of  samples  which  were  within  clean  limits.  Much 
has  been  done  to  ensure  clean  milk  production.  Premises  have 
been  reconstructed,  new  dairies  provided,  and  the  veterinary  staff 
have  made  visits  to  the  farms  at  regular  intervals  to  examine  the 
cattle. 

In  addition  to  the  above  precautions  taken  for  the  production 
of  clean  milk  74  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  5,  or  6.8%, 
of  the  samples  were  reported  positive.  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  the  County  Medical  Officer  was  notified  and  he  in  turn  informed 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  guilty  cow  or  cows 
were  eliminated  from  the  herds  following  visits  by  the  veterinary 
staff  of  the  Ministry  and  further  bulk  samples  proved  the  supplies 
to  be  free  from  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  slaughter  of  animals  is  now  carried  out  at  the  Government 
Regional  Abattoir  situted  at  the  Co-operative  premises  in  Chester- 
le-Street  and  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  taken  duty  spells  for 
the  inspection  of  meat  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Chester-le- Street. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Prevalence. 

1,361  Notifications  were  received  during  the  year  compared  with 
324  the  previous  year  and  542  in  1938.  Included  in  this  figure  are 
1,033  cases  of  Measles  and  34  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  which  were 
not  included  in  previous  years. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables  that  there  has  been  a 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  received  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  Pneumonia,  Erysipelas  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  but 
considerable  reductions  have  to  be  noted  for  Diphtheria,  Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  past  ten  years  ; — 
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NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES. 

Diphtheria  

Encephalitis  Lethargi< 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas  

Ophthalmia  Neonatori 

Pneumonia  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Small-pox  

Tuberculosis — Pulmor 

o 

a 

3 

Of 

a 

o 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Dysentry 

Total 

16 


The  attack  rates  of  the  notifiable  diseases  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  Rural  District,  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  are  shown  on  the  following  table  : — 


Disease. 

Chester-le-Street 

Rural  District 

England 
and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-25 

1-63 

Diphtheria  

1-72 

M6 

Enteric  Fever 

0-00 

0-07 

Erysipelas  

0-60 

0-33 

Pneumonia  

1-95 

1-20 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . . 

0-10 

0-32 

Whooping  Cough 

0-85 

1-34 

Measles ...  

...  25-77 

10-24 

Prevalence  of  notifiable 

diseases  in  the  various 

townships 

shown  in  th,e  following  table,  which  gives  the  attack  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population : — 


Township. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Biddick  South 

- 





- 

Birtley 

0-69 

1-47 

1-67 

0-78 

Bournmoor 

1-27 

1-27 

5-73 

— 

Edmondsley  ... 

6-43 

9-00 

2-58 

— 

Harraton 

0-61 

2-75 

2-75 

— 

Lambton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lamesley 

M3 

2-26 

0-57 

0'57 

Lumley  Great 

0-72 

0-72 

2-87 

0-72 

Lumley  Little 

— 

1-41 

2-12 

0-71 

Ouston 

2-34 

— 

2-34 

1-20 

Pelton 

2-28 

0-33 

1-79 

0-81 

Plawsworth  ... 

0-42 

— 

0-42 



Urpeth 

0-80 

— 

0-40 

0-40 

Waldridge 

1-43 

12-89 

1-43 

— 

Sacriston 

112 

1-56 

3-35 

M2 

Cancer. 

43  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to 
Cancer,  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1-07  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  greatly  reduced 
from  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  43  deaths,  25  occurred  in  males  and  18  in  females. 
No  undue  occupational  prevalence  was  noted. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade) 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to 
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the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1940  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

N on-pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 





5-15 

2 

4 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

15-25  ... 

2 

8 

1 

4 

1 

7 

— 

4 

25-35  ... 

4 

3 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

35-45  ... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

3 

3 

1 

— 

, 3 

3 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

18 

20 

8 

9 

10 

13 

1 

6 

The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  and  deaths 
occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  past  five  years. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications  Deaths 

1936 

40 

34 

41  9 

1937 

49 

19 

27  10 

1938 

40 

21 

35  4 

1939 

39 

30 

26  3 

1940 

38 

23 

17  7 

The  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  still  exists  where  a patient 
returns  to  an  overcrowded  or  bad  house,  and  the  improvement 
gained  by  sanatorium  treatment  is  rapidly  lost.  Every  tubercu- 
lous patient  should  be  housed  in  a dwelling  which  provides  a 
separate  room  for  the  patient. 

Samples  of  milk  in  this  district  are  now  being  taken  and 
examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

The  Local  Authority  supplies  disinfectants  to  tuberculous 
persons  for  the  disinfection  of  sputum  and  the  washing  of  floors, 
etc. 


Houses  in  which  deaths  take  place  from  Tuberculosis  are 
disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  any  bedding  which  cannot 
be  disinfected  by  steam  is  destroyed  and  the  household  compen- 
sated. 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council 

(NORTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Chester-le-Street  R.D.C. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  on 
the  sanitary  administration  and  conditions  in  the  Northern  Area 
of  your  district,  and  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Council 
and  my  colleagues  for  their  co-operation  in  the  administration  of 
the  Health  Department  in  the  area. 


Area  and  Population. 

The  area  remains  the  same  as  in  my  last  report,  and  includes 
the  parishes  of  Birtley,  Lamesley,  Harraton,  Ouston  and  Urpeth. 
The  population  is  estimated  20,333  and  the  acreage  is  12,216. 

Housing. 

Because  of  the  war  conditions  prevailing,  the  building  of  houses 
has  been  almost  brought  to  a standstill.  There  is  a shortage  of 
material  and  labour,  and  difficulty  is  being  experienced  by  builders 
in  obtaining  material  to  carry  out  general  repairs  necessary. 

There  is  a large  amount  of  overcrowding  still  existing  and  the 
condition  of  the  condemned  property  is  steadily  getting  worse. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  a small  area  in  the  parish  of  Urpeth, 
and  isolated  houses  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  Council’s 
sewers,  the  whole  of  the  area  is  now  served  by  the  water  carriage 
system. 
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Scavenging. 

With  the  exception  of  the  larger  part  of  the  parish  of  Harraton 
the  whole  of  the  area  is  scavenged  by  direct  labour. 

The  parish  of  Harraton  is  divided  into  two  areas,  and  the  work 
is  carried  out  by  two  contractors. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  houses  scavenged  by 
contract. 


Area. 


Houses. 


Cost  per  house 
per  annum. 


(Northern)  ...  ...  365  ...  ...  11/6 

(Southern)  ...  ...  337  14/1 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  32  registered  producers  of  milk  in  the  area,  25  of 
whom  are  producer  retailers,  and  7 wholesalers. 

There  are  8 registered  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  area. 

The  cowsheds  are  visited  regularly,  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
see  that  a good  wholesome  supply  of  milk  is  provided.  During  the 
year,  94  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these,  75  were  within  accredited 
standard,  and  19  were  unsatisfactory. 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  meat  is  now  being  killed  at  the  Slaughter  House  on  the 
premises  of  the  Co-operative  Society,  Chester-le-Street,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  Meat  Inspectors  of  the  Chester-le- 
Street  U.D.C.,  and  the  Chester-le-Street  R.D.C.,  to  each  in  turn 
carry  out  the  weekly  inspections. 


During  the  year  the  following  carcases  have  been  inspected  : — 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Veal 


545 

3110 

466 

24 
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The  following  meat  has  been  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


St. 

lbs. 

Beef  

211 

4 

Mutton 

79^ 

Pork 

17 

5 

Guts 

347 

Pickings  and  Sortings  ... 

213 

Ham  Roll 

9 

Heads  

21 

Lungs  

16 

Livers  

28 

Fats  

9 

Plucks  

8 

Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act  1928. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  for  the  storage  of  petrol  was  25, 
and  the  quantity  stored  was  32,400  gallons. 

18  of  the  premises  stored  in  underground  tanks. 

6 ,,  ,,  ,,  „ in  properly  constructed  stores. 

1 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  in  locked  bins. 

One  store  which  is  provided  for  under  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders,  1929,  No.  952,  and  for  which  no  licence  is  payable,  stores 
60  gallons. 

The  store  is  owned  by  the  L.N.E.  Rly.  Co.,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions are  strictly  complied  with. 

Carbide  and  Calcium. 

1 1 licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  the  quantity  for  which 
licences  were  taken  out  was  758,598  lbs. 

The  stores  are  specially  constructed  and  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  104  Factories  in  the  area,  including  3 Bakeries. 

The  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  no  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  having  any  matters  attended  to. 

The  following  defects  were  noted  and  remedied  : — 

Dirty  Closets 1 found  1 remedied. 

Defective  Floors  and  Walls  ...  1 ,,  1 „ 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  2 ,,  2 ,, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Notices 
complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

3 

3 

Structural  Defects  ... 

193 

7 

180 

Overcrowding 

. • • 

1 

1 

Dairies  or  milk  shops  . . . 

. • . 

. • . 

. • . 

Cowsheds 

10 

• . • 

10 

Slaughter  houses 

. . . 

. • . 

• • . 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

2 

. . . 

2 

Deposits  of  Refuse  ... 

4 

. . . 

4 

Water  Closets 

42 

• • • 

41 

Defective  Y ards 

• • • 

• • . 

• • • 

Defective  Traps 

15 

• • . 

16 

„ Drains 

44 

2 

40 

„ Water  Supp. 

Animals  Improperly 

71 

... 

71 

kept 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

• • • 

1 

Defective  Bins 

44 

• • « 

44 

Cesspools  cleansed 

• . • 

. . « 

. . • 

Other  Nuisances 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

430 

10 

413 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out. 


New  drains  laid 272 

Defective  drains  repaired  and  cleansed  95 

Inspection  Chambers  constructed  117 

Ventilation  shafts  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

W.C.  demohshed  2 

New  W.C.  constructed 54 

W.C.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

E.C.s  demolished  ...  49 

C.A.P.  demolished  ...  ...  7 

Privies  demolished  ...  ...  7 

Ash  pits  and  privies  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Ash  bins  provided  44 

Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yards  cemented 19 

Earth  closets  repaired 20 

Houses  constructed  21 

Houses  back-to-back  converted  ...  — 
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Houses  demolished  ...  58 

Houses  closed  and  vacant  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Roofs  repaired  ...  113 

Spouting  renewed  58 

New  windows  fixed  49 

Windows  repaired  77 

New  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Plaster  work  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  stairs  fixed 7 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floors  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  supply  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Pantries,  new,  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pantries  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

WaUs  painted  or  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

New  coal  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animal  and  poultry  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

New  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  cleansed  ...  10 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  FOSTER,  A.R.S.I. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural 


District  Council. 


(SOUTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District 
Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  first  annual  report 
on  the  sanitary  administration  and  conditions  in  the  Southern 
Area  of  your  district.  Having  commenced  my  duties  on  the  1st 
July,  1940,  and  at  a time  when  so  many  limitations  are  in  existence, 
I am  endeavouring  here  to  give  you  as  comprehensive  a report  as 
possible  under  the  present  conditions.  I should  also  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  the  co-operation 
and  kindly  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Council  and  my  colleagues 
and  I note  with  much  satisfaction  the  cordial  relationship  existing. 


Area  and  Population. 

My  district,  which  includes  the  parishes  of  Sacriston,  Plaws- 
worth,  Edmondsley,  Waldridge,  Pelton,  Great  Lumley,  Little 
Lumley,  Boummoor  and  South  Biddick,  has  an  acreage  of  11,398, 
and  an  approximate  population  of  20,000. 


Housing. 

Owing  to  the  suspension  of  building  operations  generally,  the 
housing  problem  in  my  area  particularly  is  acute.  The  numerous 
bad  houses  which  would  otherwise  by  now  be  demolished  or 
scheduled  for  demolition,  are  gradually  deteriorating,  and  as  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials  is  very  pronounced,  it  is  only 
possible  to  have  urgent  and  necessary  work  attended  to. 
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The  present  housing  position  in  my  area  reveals  a total  number 
of  1,159  houses  having  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
78  of  which  have  been  demolished,  and  113  reconstructed,  which 
leaves  1055  families  waiting  to  be  rehoused.  In  addition  to  this, 
during  the  year  15  houses  have  been  inspected,  three  of  which  were 
dealt  with  under  Section  11,  and  one  under  Section  12. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  Privy  Conversion  Scheme  has  not  been  in  operation  during 
the  year,  and  only  19  conversions  have  been  completed  privately 
under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Scavenging. 

The  only  scavenging  contract  is  in  the  South  Biddick  parish, 
comprising  14  houses  at  12/7  per  house  per  year.  No  complaints 
had  been  received  in  respect  to  this  work  during  the  year,  and  from 
periodical  inspections  made  the  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

In  the  Southern  Area  there  are  30  registered  cow  sheds,  and 
31  Dairies,  in  addition  to  which  there  are  10  registered  purveyors  of 
milk.  These  are  made  up  as  follows  : — No.  of  Wholesalers,  3 ; 
No.  of  Retailers,  35  ; No.  of  Wholesalers  and  Retailers,  3.  Of 
these  there  are  29  purveyors  of  ordinary  milk,  6 of  accredited,  6 of 
pasteurised.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  aU  been  periodically 
inspected  and  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained.  One 
apphcation  for  registration  as  a retail  purveyor  of  milk  was  granted. 
From  a total  of  46  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  and 
biological  examination,  only  5 or  11%  were  found  unsatisfactory  in 
comparison  to  the  accredited  standard,  and  from  the  biological 
examination  only  3 positive  results  indicating  the  presence  of 
tuberculosis  were  revealed  from  a cow  population  of  approximately 
367.  These  affected  cows  were  reported  to  the  County  Authority 
and  were  eliminated  by  the  Veterinary  Officers.  Check  samples 
were  taken  in  three  cases,  and  proved  satisfactory. 


Meat  Inspections. 

Since  my  appointment  I have  taken  every  third  week  duty  for 
meat  inspection  at  the  Government  Regional  Abattoir,  situated  at 
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the  Co-operative  Society’s  premises  at  Chester-le-Street.  The 
number  of  carcases  inspected  are  92  steers,  234  heifers,  45  cows, 
2 bulls,  12  calves,  1997  sheep  and  168  pigs  (339  carcases  of  beef). 

The  following  amount  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food, 
and  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  in- 
structions : — 


st. 

lbs. 

3 carcases  of  cow  beef  ... 

90 

9 

1 carcase  of  heifer  beef  ... 

45 

7 

2 fore-quarters  of  heifer  beef  ... 

13 

3 

2 beast  heads  ...  

4 

4 

22  beast  livers 

24 

11 

7 beast  lungs  and  heart  ... 

6 

12 

Beast  fats  and  other  organs  ... 

30 

6 

1 carcase  of  mutton 

1 

8 

1 leg  of  pork 

1 pig’s  head 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 sets  of  pig’s  livers,  lungs  and  heart  . . . 

1 

11 

2 sets  of  sheep’s  livers,  lungs  and  heart 

9 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  221  12  lbs. 


Factories. 

A total  of  13  factories  and  7 bakehouses  have  been  recorded 
and  inspected  during  the  year.  In  one  case  an  informal  notice  was 
served,  under  Section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  this  was 
complied  with,  and  in  another,  certain  necessary  repairs  were 
carried  out  in  a bakery. 


Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928. 

In  respect  of  petroleum,  21  licences  were  issued  during  the 
year,  and  2 for  calcium  carbide. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Applications  for  registration  under  Section  14  of  this  Act. 
numbered  3,  and  in  each  case  the  registration  was  granted. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Notices 
Complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

1 

1 

Structural  Defects 

62 

38 

Overcrowding  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

1 

. . . 

1 

Cowsheds 

1 

. . . 

1 

Slaughter  Houses 

. . 

Ash  Pits  and  Privies  ... 

76 

. . . 

75 

Deposits  & Refuse  ... 

2 

. . 

2 

Water  Closets  ... 

6 

• • • 

6 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

19 

• . • 

18 

Defective  Traps 

6 

. . • 

4 

„ Drains 

28 

1 

29 

,,  Water  Supply 

5 

. . • 

5 

Bakehouses 

1 

* • • 

1 

Animals  improperly 
kept 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

< • • 

Other  Nuisances 

4 

... 

4 

Defective  Bins 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

Cesspools  cleansed 

... 

... 

Totals 

215 

1 

187 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out. 


Roofs  repaired  16 

Spoutings  repaired  ...  11 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  3 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  repaired  13 

New  windows  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kitchen  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Slop  stone  sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  6 

Ash  bins  provided  ...  7 

Ash  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  closets  provided  ...  4 
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Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Inspection  chambers  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  chamber  covers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Accumulations  of  refuse,  etc.,  removed  ...  ...  2 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  WILFRID  ROBSON, 

Sanitary  and  Meat  and 

Food  Inspector. 


